
ASHP Statement on Pharmaceutical Research 
in Organized Health-Care Settings

Pharmacy practice is grounded in the physicochemical, bio-
logical, and socioeconomic sciences. Hence, the continued 
and future success and self-esteem of the profession are de-
pendent on the expanded knowledge base that can be pro-
duced through dynamic and rigorous scientific research and 
development. This research, to be meaningful and produc-
tive in terms of pharmacy’s needs and goals in organized 
health-care settings, must include the participation of phar-
macists practicing in those settings.

Pharmacists in organized health-care settings function 
in cooperation with other health-care professionals. They 
contribute a unique expertise to the drug-related aspects of 
patient care and take personal professional responsibility 
for the outcomes from the pharmaceutical care they provide 
to patients. Improvements in drug therapy depend on new 
knowledge generated by scientific research. Thus, pharma-
cists in organized health-care settings have a professional 
obligation to participate actively in and increase pharmacy-
related and drug-related research efforts.1,2

Reflecting the collaborative nature of contemporary health 
care, this research should be multidisciplinary to be most ben-
eficial. Thus, ASHP encourages pharmacists with a researchable 
idea or problem to seek the advice and active participation of 
people and organizations with scientific expertise such as

•	 College faculty (especially college of pharmacy faculty).
•	 Other staff and departments within the setting.
•	 Staff and departments in other health-care organizations.
•	 Industrial research personnel and laboratories.

It also is appropriate for pharmacists to function as 
principal investigators in research projects.

ASHP encourages pharmacists to increase their in-
volvement in the following kinds of scientific research and 
development:

•	 Pharmaceutical research, including the development 
and testing of new drug dosage forms and drug prepa-
ration and administration methods and systems.

•	 Clinical research, such as the therapeutic characteriza-
tion, evaluation, comparison, and outcomes of drug 
therapy and drug treatment regimens.

•	 Health services research and development, including 
behavioral and socioeconomic research such as re-
search on cost–benefit issues in pharmaceutical care.

•	 Operations research, such as time and motion studies 
and evaluation of new and existing pharmacy pro-
grams and services.

This research will be a critical contribution of phar-
macy to health care and must be fostered by all facets of the 
profession.
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